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FROM THE BOARD TABLE
Teachers maintaining connections
as students learn from home

Teachers in Saskatoon Public Schools have been successfully engaging students 
in learning from home, trustees were told during the Board of Education 
meeting held May 5.

Using a variety of online platforms and other communication strategies, 
educators are finding ways to provide learning experiences, sustain learning 
relationships, and monitor student progress.

Charlene Velonas, a learning coordinator at Aden Bowman Collegiate, posts a 
video lesson and supporting materials three times a week and hosts a weekly 
Zoom meeting for students needing support. When connecting with parents 
and caregivers, Velonas makes sure to let them know that their effort at home 
to support students is enough.

Principal Shalene Herron shared with trustees how teachers at École Lakeview 
School have approached supplemental learning for English and French 
students. Families in teacher Annie Schubert’s Grade 2 French immersion class 
have all opted-in to supplemental learning with varying levels of engagement. 
Her weekly plan has variety and flexibility for families who do not speak French 
at home.

The contributions of the division’s Information Systems and Technology team in 
supporting schools and staff in the transition to online learning was recognized 
during the Celebrating Excellence portion of the meeting. Staff provided 
solutions to a wide variety of complex technical challenges, including the 
preparation of hundreds of devices for staff and students and assisting staff as 
they moved to online teaching and learning.

Principal Yvonne Denomy of École Forest Grove School illustrated the 
commitment with a story about how staff quickly responded to a family’s 
request for help on a Saturday night.

Reports and information presented at board meetings can be found at 
saskatoonpublicschools.ca. The next meeting of the Board of Education is 
Tuesday, June 2, 2020. Requirements that limit the size of public gatherings due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic mean the Board of Education will hold its meetings 
electronically until further notice. Meetings will be recorded, and audio will be 
available upon request following the meeting by emailing spsdinfo@spsd.sk.ca.
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GRADE 11 Unique ProgramsGRADE 11 Unique Programs
Is there a student in your household who would like to spend a semester learning in a hands-on environment, 
earning academic credits, and making new friends from across the city? The application deadline for 
Outdoor School, Media School, and the High School Carpentry Apprenticeship Program (HCAP) has been  
extended until May 29, 2020.

Media School and Outdoor School are open to students entering Grade 11 in September 2020, while HCAP 
is open to either Grade 11 or Grade 12. A common application form makes it easy to apply for any (or all) of 
these programs! Program cost and access to equipment are not barriers to participation—tuition subsidies and 
equipment are available for all programs.

Watch this video for a sneak peek into the possibilities: https://youtu.be/gEgkT1wflzU

The application form is available HERE as well as on each program’s website. Applications should be returned 
via email to the program’s teachers. Email addresses are available on program websites.

Outdoor School
Outdoor School is located at Walter Murray Collegiate and offers experiential learning in a collaborative 
environment as part of a semester-long outdoor adventure. Grade 11 students develop outdoor living 
skills, critical thinking and confidence as they participate in major excursions. Learning is done through 
integrated research projects with opportunities for back-country camping, canoeing, cycling, wall 
climbing, snowboarding and more.

saskatoonpublicschools.ca/outdoorschool

Media School
Media School, based at Evan Hardy Collegiate, is a chance for Grade 11 students to spend a semester 
concentrating on media production. The program takes a film- and television-centered approach and 
course work is fully integrated with activities drawing on all five courses and emphasizing independent 
work, peer teaching and learning, and group projects. 

saskatoonpublicschools.ca/mediaschool

HCAP
The High School Carpentry Apprenticeship Program at Mount Royal Collegiate is open to students 
in both Grade 11 and Grade 12. It provides a hands-on approach to learning as students develop 
their skills in a real-life work environment by working with experienced tradespeople on construction 
projects. Students can gain up to 640 hours towards their apprenticeship through the apprenticeship 
board and the Saskatchewan Youth Apprenticeship Program.

saskatoonpublicschools.ca/hcap
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